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mo. 

^iTourtt) Congrrts 

OF THE UNITED STATES; 


FIRST SESSION, 

Begun and held at the city of Philadelphia, in the ftate of Pennfylvania, 
on Monday, the feventh of December, one thoufand 
feven hundred and ninety-five. 


AN ACT 


To regulate trade and intercourfe with the Indian tribes^ 
and to preferve peace on the frontiers. 

Sec. I. T) E it enabled by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United 
States of America, in Congrefs affembled. That the following boun¬ 
dary line, eftablilhed by treaty between the United States and various Indian 
tribes, (hall be clearly afcertained, and diftindly marked, in all fuch places, as 
the Prefident of the United States (hall deem neceffary, and in fuch manner 
as he (hall direfl, to wit: Beginning at the mouth of Cayahoga river on Take 
Erie, and running thence up the lame, to the portage between that and the 
Tufcaroras branch of the Mulkingum; thence, down that branch, to the 
eroding place above Port Lawrence ; thence, wellerly to a fork of that branch 
of the Great Miami river running into the Ohio, at, or near which (ork, ftoqd 
Laromie’s (lore, and where commences the portage, between the Miami of 
ilic ovih^, q».u Onim iiitaiy's iivcr, wnicti ts 3 Drancp or tne Miami, which 
runs into Lake Erie; thence a wellerly courfe to Fort Recovery, which (lands 
on a branch of the Wabafli; thence fouth-wefterly, in a diredt line to the 
Ohio, fo as to interfedl that river, oppofite the mouth of Kentucky or Cuttawa 
river ; thence down the faid river Ohio, to the tradl of one hundred and fifty 
thoufand acres near the rapids of the Ohio, which has been afiigned to Gene¬ 
ral Clark, for the ufe of himfelf and his warriors ; thence around the faid 
trad, on the line of the faid trad, till it (hall again interfedl the faid river 
Ohio ; thence down the fame, to a point oppofite the high lands or ridge be¬ 
tween the mouth of the Cumberland and Tenalfee rivers; thence eallerly on 
the faid ridge, to a point, from whence, a fouth-wed line will (trike the mouth 
of Duck river ; thence (till eaderly on the faid ridge, to a point forty miles 
above Nalhville; thence north ead, to Cumberland river; thence up the 
faid river, to where the Kentucky road erodes the fame; thence to the top 
of Cumberland mountain; thence along Campbell’s line, to the river Clinch; 
thence down the faid river, to a point from which a line (hall pafs the Hol¬ 
den, at the ridge, which divides the waters running into Little River, from 
thofe running into the I'enadee; thence fouth to the Norlh-Carolina boundary; 
thence along the South-Carolina Indian boundary, to and over the Ocunna 
mountain, in a fouth wed courfe, to Tugelo river; thence in a direft line, to 
the top of the Currahee mountain, where the Creek line pades it: thence 
to the head or fource of the main fouth branch of the Oconee river, called 
the Appalachee j thence down the middle of the faid main fouth branch and 
river Oconee, to its confluence with Oakmulgee, which forms the river 
Altamaha; thence down the middle of the faid Altamaha, to the old line on 
the faid river; and thence along the faid old line to the river Saint Mary’s ; 
Provided always, that if the boundary line between the faid Indian tribes and 
the United States, (hall, at any time hereafter, be varied, by any treaty which 
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{hall be made between the faid Indian tribes and the United States, then all 
the provifions contained in this ad Ihall be conflrued to apply to the faid line 
fo to be varied, in the fame manner, as the faid provifions now apply to the 
boundary line herein before recited. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enaBed, That if any citizen of, or other perfon 
refident in the United States, or either of the territorial diftrids of the United 
States, {hall crofs over, or go within the faid boundary line, to hunt, or in 
any wife deflroy the game ; or Ihall drive, or otherwife convey any (lock of 
horfes or cattle to range, on any lands allotted or fecured by treaty with the 
United States, to any Indian tribes, he (hall forfeit a fum not exceeding one 
hundred dollars, or be imprifoned not exceeding fix months. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enaaed. That if any fuch citizen, or other perfon, 
(hall go into any country, which is allotted, or fecured by treaty as aforefaid, 
to any of the Indian tribes fouth of the river Ohio, without a paffport firft 
had and obtained from the Governor of feme one of the United States, or 
the officer of the troops of the United States commanding at the neareft port 
on the frontiers, or fuch other perfon, as the Prefident of the United States 
may, from time to time authorize to grant the fame (hall forfeit a fum not 
exceeding fifty dollars, or be imprifoned, not exceeding three months. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enaBed, That if any fuch citizen or other perfon, 
(hall go into any town, fettlement or territory, belonging, or fecured by 
treaty with the United States, to any nation or tribe of Indians, and ffiall there 
commit robbery, larceny, trefpafs or other crime, againll the perfon or pro¬ 
perty of any friendly Indian or Indians, which would be punilhable, if com¬ 
mitted within the jurifdiftion of any {late, againft a citizen of the United 
States ; or, unauthorized by law, and with a hoftile intention, fliall be found 
on any Indian land, fuch offender (hall forfeit a fum not exceeding one hun¬ 
dred dollars, and be imprifoned not exceeding twelve months; and (hall alfo, 
when property is taken or deftroyed, forfeit and pay to fuch Indian or In¬ 
dians, to whom the property taken ana aeltroyea neiuugo, a 
the juft value of the property fo taken or deftroyed : And if fuch offender 
(hall be unable to pay a fum at lead equal to the faid juft value, whatever fuch 
payment (hall fall fcort of the faid juft value, (hall be paid out of the trea- 
fury of the United States: Provided neverthelefs, that no fuch Indian (hall 
be entitled to any payment out of the treafury of the United States, for 
any fuch property taken or deftroyed, if he, or any of the nation to which 
he belongs, ffiall have fought private revenge, or attempted to obtain fatis- 
faftion by any force or violence. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enaBed, That if any fuch citizen, or other perfon, 
ffiall make a fettlement on any lands belonging, or fecured, or granted by 
treaty with the United States, to any Indian tribe, or ffiall furvey, or attempt 
to furvey, fuch lands, or defignate any of the boundaries, by marking trees, 
or otherwife, fuch offender ffiall forfeit all his right, title and claim, if any 
he hath, of whatfoever nature or kind, the fame ffiall or may be, to the lands 
aforefaid, whereupon he ffiall make a fettlement, or which he ffiall furvey, or 
attempt to furvey, or defignate any of the boundaries thereof, by marking 
trees or otherwife, and ffiall alfo forfeit a fum not exceeding one thoufand 
dollars, and fuffer imprifonment, not exceeding twelve months. And it ffiall, 
moreover, be lawful for the Prefident of the United States to take fuch mea- 
fures and to employ fuch military force, as he may judge neceffary, to remove 
from lands belonging, or fecured by treaty, as aforefaid, to any Indian tribe, 
any fuch citizen or other perfon, who has made or ffiall hereafter make, or 
attempt to make a fettlement thereon: And every right, title, or claim for¬ 
feited under this aft, ffiall be taken and deemed to be veiled in the United 
States, upon conviaion of the offender, without any other or further pro¬ 
ceeding. 
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Sec. 6. And be it further enacted. That if any fuch citizen, or other perfon, 
ihall go into any town, fettlement or territory belonging to any nation or 
tribe of Indians, and fhall there commit murder, by killing any Indian or In¬ 
dians belonging to any nation or tribe of Indians in amity with the United 
States, fuch offender, on being thereof convifled, (hall fuffer death. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enadled. That no fuch citizen, or other perfon, 
lhall be permitted to refide at any of the towns, or hunting camps, of any of 
the Indian tribes as a trader, without a licenfe under the hand and feal of 
the fuperintendant of the department, or of fuch other perfon as the Prefi- 
dent of the United States lhall authorize to grant licenfes for that purpofe: 
Which fuperintendant, or perfon authorized, lhall, on application, iffue fuch 
licenfe, for a term not exceeding two years, who lhall enter into bond with 
one or more fureties, approved of by the fuperintendant, or perfon iffuing 
fuch licenfe, or by the Prefident of the United States, in the penal fum of 
one thoufand dollars, conditioned for the true and faithful obfervance of fuch 
regulations and reftriflions, as are, or lhall be made for the government of 
trade and intercourfe with the Indian tribes; And the fuperintendant, or 
perfon iffuing fuch licenfe, lhall have full power and authority to recal the 
fame, jf the perfon fo licenfed lhall tranfgrefs any of the regulations, or re- 
ftriSions, provided for the government of trade and intercourfe with the In¬ 
dian tribes ; and fliall put in fuit fuch bonds as he may have taken, on the 
breach of any condition therein contained. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enaBed, That any fuch citizen or other perfon, 
who lhall attempt to refide in any town, or hunting camp, of any of the 
Indian tribes, as a trader without fuch licenfe, lhall forfeit all the merchan¬ 
dize offered for fale, to the Indians, or found in his poffeflion, and lhall, 
moreover,’ be liable to a line not exceeding one hundred dollars, and to im- 
prifonment not exceeding thirty days. 

Sec. y. And be it further enabled. That if any fuch citizen, or other perfon, 
lhall purchafe, or receive of any Indian, in the way of trade or barter, a gun, 
or other article coiiiiiiuijiy in in^nilng, of hntbandry, or 

cooking utenfil, of the kind ufually obtained by the Indians, in their inter¬ 
courfe with white people, or any article of clothing, excepting Ikins or furs, 
he lhall forfeit a fum not exceeding fifty dollars, and be imprifoned not ex¬ 
ceeding thirty days. 

Sec. 10. A7id be it further enaBed, That no fuch citizen, or other perfon, 
lhall be permitted to purchafe any horfe of an Indian, or of any white man 
in the Indian territory, without fpecial licenfe for that purpofe; which 
licenfe, the fuperintendant, or fuch other perfon, as the Prefident lhall ap¬ 
point, is hereby authorized to grant, on the-fame terms, conditions and reftric- 
tions, as other licenfes are to be granted under this afi : And any fuch per¬ 
fon, who lhall purchafe a horfe or horfes, under fuch licenfe, before he ex- 
pofes fuch horfe or horfes for fale, and within fifteen days after they have 
been brought out of the Indian country, lhall make a particular return to 
the fuperintendant, or other perfon, from whom, he obtained his licenfe, 
of every horfe purchafed by him, as aforefaid ; defcribing fuch horfes, by 
tiieir color, height, and other natural or artificial marks, under the penalty 
contained in their refpeflive bonds. And every fuch perfon, purchafing a horfe 
or horfes, as aforefaid, in the Indian country, without a fpecial licenfe, lhall, 
for every horfe thus purchafed, and brought into any fettlement of citizens 
of the United States, forfeit a fum not exceeding one hundred dollars, and 
be imprifoned not exceeding thirty days. And every perfon, who lhall pur- 
chafe a horfe, knowing him to be brought out of the Indian territory, by any 
perfon or perfons, not licenfed, as above, to purchafe the fame, lhall forfeit the 
value of fuch horfe. 

Sec. It. And be it further enaBed, That no agent, fuperintendant, or 
other perfon authorized to grant a licenfe to trade, or purchafe horfes. 



lhall have any interefl or concern in any trade ■with the Indians, or in the 
purchafe or fale of any horfe, to or from any Indian, excepting for, and on 
account of the United States. And any perfon offending herein, (hall forfeit 
a fum not exceeding one thoufand dollars, and be imprifoned not exceeding 
twelve months. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enabled. That no purchafe, grant, leafe, or 
other conveyance of lands, or of any title or claim thereto, from any Indian, 
or nation or tribe of Indians, within the bounds of the United States, (hall be 
of any validity, in law or equity, unlefs the fame be made by treaty, or con¬ 
vention, entered into, purfuant to the conftitution: And it fhall be a mifde- 
meanor in any perfon, not employed under the authority of the United States, 
to negotiate fuch treaty or convention, direftly or indireftly, to treat with 
any fuch Indian nation, or tribe of Indians, for the title or purchafe of any 
lands by them held, or claimed, punifhable by fine not exceeding one thou¬ 
fand dollars, and imprifonment not exceeding twelve months : Provided never- 
thelefs, that it fhall be lawful for the agent or agents of any Hate, who may 
be prefent at any treaty held with Indians under the authority of the United 
States, in the prefence, and with the approbation of the commiflioner or 
commiffioners of the United States, appointed to hold the fame, to propofe 
to, and adjuft with the Indians, the compenfation to be made, for their claims 
to lands ■within fuch ftate, which fhall be extinguifhed by the treaty. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enabled, That in order to promote civilization 
among the friendly Indian tribes, and to fecure the continuance of their 
friendfhip, it fhall be lawful for the Prefident of the United States, to caufe 
them to befurnifhed with ufeful domeftic animals, and implements ofhufban- 
dry, and with goods or money, as he lhall judge proper, and to appoint fuch 
perfons, from time to time, as temporary agents, to refide among the Indians, 
as he fhall think fit; Provided that the whole amount of fuch prefents, and 
allowance to fuch agents, lhall not exceed fifteen thoufand dollars per annum. 

Sec. 14. Atul be it further enabled. That if any Indian or Indians, belonging 
to any tribe in amity mith ik» et-.ao, fl.cU -r-ma -.VO. otuis the 

fa'd boundary line, into any ftate or territory inhabited by citizens of the 
United States, and there take, (leal or deftroy any horfe, horfes, or other pro¬ 
perty, belonging to any citizen or inhabitant of the United States, or of 
either of the territorial diftridts of the United States, or fhall commit any 
murder, violence, or outrage, upon any fuch citizen, or inhabitant, it fhall be 
the duty of fuch citizen or inhabitant, his reprefentative, attorney or agent, 
to make application to the fuperintendant, or fuch other perfon as the Prefident 
of the United States fhall authorize for that purpofe ; who, upon being fur- 
nifhed with the necelfary documents and proofs, fhall, under the diredlion or 
inftruclion of the Prefident of the. United State.s, make application to the 
nation or tribe, to which fuch Indian or Indians fhall belong, for fatisfaftion j 
and if fuch nation or tribe fhall negledl or refufe to make fatisfaflion, in a rea- 
fonable time, not exceeding eighteen months, then it fhall be the duty of fuch 
fuperintendant or other perfon authorized, as aforefaid, to make return of his 
doings to the Prefident of the United States, and forward to him all the docu¬ 
ments and proofs in the cafe, that fuch further fleps may be taken, as fhall be 
proper to obtain fatisfadlion for the injury; And in the mean time, in refpeft 
to the property fo taken, ftolen, or deltroyed, the United States guaranty to 
the party injured, an eventual indemnification : Provided always, that if fuch 
injured party, his reprefentative, attorney, or agent, fhall, in any way, violate 
any of the prpvifions of this a£t, by feeking, or attempting to obtain private 
fatisfaclion or revenge, by croffing over the line, on any of the Indian lands, 
he (hall forfeit all claim upon the United States, for fuch indemnification: 
And provided alfo, that nothing herein contained flrall prevent the legal appre- 
henfion or arrefting, within the limits of any ftate or diftrifl, of any Indian 
having fo offended : And provided further, that it fhall be lawful for the Prc- 





fuknt of the United States, to dedud fuch fum or fums, as (hall be paid for 
the properly taken, ftolen or deilroyed by any fuch Indian, out of the annual 
ftipend, which the United States are bound to pay to the tribe, to which, 
fuch Indian fhall belong. . , r i 

Sec. 15. And be it further ensBed, That the fuperior courts m each of the 
faid territorial diflrifts, and the circuit courts, and other courts of the United 
States of fimilar jurifdiaion in criminal caufes, in each diftria of the United 
States, in which any offender againff this ad fhall be apprehended, or, agree¬ 
ably to the provifions of this ad, fhall be brought for trial, fhall have, and 
are hereby inverted with full power and authority to hear and determine all 
crimes, offences and mifdemeanors, againft this ad ; fuch courts proceeding 
therein, in the fame manner, as if fuch crimes, offences and mifdemeanors 
had bee’n committed within the bounds of their refpedive diftrids : And in 
all cafes, where the punifhment fhall not be death, the county courts of quar¬ 
ter feffions in the faid territorial diftrids, and the dirtrid courts of the United 
States in their refpedive diftrids, fhall have, and are hereby inverted with 
like power to hear and determine the fame, any law to the contrary notwith- 
ftanding : And in all cafes, where the punifhment fhall be death, it fhall be 
lawful for the governor of either of the territorial diftrids, where the offender 
fhall be apprehended, or into which, he fhall be brought for trial, to iffue a 
commiflion of oyer and terminer, to the fuperior judges of fuch dirtrid, who 
fhall have full power and authority to hear and determine all fuch capital 
cafes, in the fame manner as the fuperior courts of fuch dirtrid have in their 
ordinary feffions: And when the offender fhall be apprehended, or brought 
for trial, into any of the United States, except Kentucky, it ffiall be lawful 
for the Prefident of the United States, to iffue a like commiflion to any one or 
rnor* jntts-s of the fiipreme court of the United States, and the judp of the 
dirtrid, in which fuch offender may have been apprehended, or fhall have 
been brought for trial; which judges, or any two of them, fhall have the fame 
jurifdidion in fuch capital cafes, as the circuit court of fuch dirtrid, and fhall 
proceed to trial and judgment, in the fame manner, as fuch circuit court 
might or could do. And the dirtrid courts of Kentucky and Maine fhall 
have jurifdiaion of all crimes, offences and mifdemeanors committed againft 
this ad, and fhall proceed to trial and judgment, in the fame manner, as the 
circuit courts of the United States. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enaBcd, That it fhall be lawful for the military 
force of the United States, to apprehend every perfon who fhall, or may be 
found in the Indian country over and beyond the faid boundary line between 
the United States and the faid Indian tribes,- in violation of any of the provi¬ 
fions or regulations of this ad, and him or them immediately to convey, in 
the neareft, convenient and fafe route, to the civil authority of the United 
States, in fome one of the three next adjoining ftates or diftrids, to be pro¬ 
ceeded againft, in due eourfe of law ; Provided, that no perfon, apprehended 
by military force, as aforefaid, fhall be detained longer than ten days, after 
the arreft, and before removal. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enaBed, That If any perfon, who fhall be charged 
wiih a violation of any of the provifions or regulations of this ad, fliall be 
found within any of the United States, or ^her of the territorial diftrids of 
the United States, fuch offender may be there apprehended and brought to 
trial, in the fame manner, as if fuch crime or offence had been cornraitted 
within fuch ftate or dirtrid; and it fhall be the duty of the military force of 
the United Slates, when called upon by the civil maglftrate, or any proper 
officer, or other perfon duly authorized for that purpofe, and having a lawful 
warrant, to aid and aflift fuch magiftrate, officer, or other perfon authorized, 
as aforefaid, in arrefting fuch offender, and him committing to fafe cuftody, for 
trial according to law. 
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Sec. 18 . And be it further enaBcd, That the amount of fines, and duration 
of imprifonment, direfted by this aft as a punilhment for the violation of any 
of the provifions thereof, lhall be afcertained and fixed, not exceeding the 
limits prefcribed,in the difcretion of the court, before whom the trial lhall be 
had ; and that all fines and forfeitures, which lhall accrue under this aft, lhall 
be, one half to the ufe of the informant, and the other half to the ufe of the 
United Stales : Except where the profecution lliall be firll inftituted on behalf 
of the United States ; in which cafe, the whole llrall be to their ufe. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enailed. That nothing in this act lhall be con- 
llrued to prevent any trade or intercourfe with Indians living on lands fur- 
rounded by fettlements of the citizens of the United States, and being within 
the ordinary jurifdidtion of any of the individual Hates; or the unmolefted ufe 
of a road from Wafliington diftrift, to Mero diltridl, and of the navigation of 
the TenalTee river, as referved and fecured by treaty. 

Sec. 20. And be itfurther enabled. That the Prefident of the United States 
be, and he is hereby authorized to caufe to be clearly afcertained, and diftindly 
marked, in all fuch places as he lhall deem necelfary, and in fuch manner as 
he lhall dire£I, any other boundary lines between the United States and any 
Indian tribe, which now are, or hereafter may be ellablilhed by treaty. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enabled. That all and every other a£l and afts, 
coming within the purview of this adf, lhall be, and they are hereby repealed: 
Provided neverihekfs, that all difabilities, that have taken place, lhall continue 
and remain; all penalties and forfeitures, that have been incurred, may be 
recovered; and all profecutions and fuits, that may have been commenced, 
may be profecuted to final judgment under the faid a£l or aSs, in the fame 
manner, as if the faid adt or adls were continued, and in full force and vir- 

Seo. 22. And be it further enacted, lhat tins att lhall be in force, for the 
term of two years, and from thence, to the end of the feffion of Congrefs next 
thereafter and no longer. 

JONATHAN DAYTON Speaker of the Houfe oH 
Reprefentatives. 3 

SAMUEL LIVERMORE Prefident of the Senate, ? 

pro tempore. 3 

Approved —May the nineteenth 1796. 

G®: WASHINGTON, Prefident of the United States. 


Depofited among the Rolls, in the olEce of the depart¬ 
ment of State. ^ ^ 

Secretary of State. 
























